
I know everyone says this, (and this, 

and this, and sometimes even this!) 

but I LOVE your magazines! For some 

reason, your mags inspired me to build 

this spaghetti tower out of play dough 

& spaghetti. It’s made of triangles, 

which are strong shapes. 

From Emily, age 9, NZ

Date: February 2023 AQUILANAUT NEWS est. 1993

Our favourite part of the day is just before lunch when the postie pops in with all your awesome letters. 
So grab a sandwich, a cup of something warm and settle in; let’s see what you lot have got up to this month!
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I loved making the magic bubbles from 

the Showstoppers issue (Nov 2022). They 

were only magic on the floor, because 

they did not pop. I know everyone says 

this, b got my first ev  the Showstoppers 

issumagic on the floor, because they did 

not pop. I know everyo22). They were only 

magic on the floor, because they did not 

pop. I know everyo22). They were only 

magic on the floor, because they did not 

pop. I know everyo22). They were only 

magic on the floor, because they did not 

pop. I know everyo22). They were only 

magic on the floor, because they did 

not pop. I know everyogic on the floor, 

because they did not pop. I know everyone 

says this, but I loooove AQUILA.

From Art, age 7

I 
reason, your mags inspired me to build 

this spaghetti tower out of play dough 

& spaghetti. It’s made of triangles, 

which are strong shapes. 

instead of using stilts like in Mad Max, 

we use CANDLES – 170 g to burn o�  the 

harmful gases. Then we can just peacefully 

swim across. Cave painting is fun, especially 

when you use PEANUT BUTTER – 340 g. 

To cure the sunburn we got doing this 

(dunno how the su of Ra in a Can… or 

something. Anyway, she refuels our Time 

Machine and we head on to Pompeii. Well, 

looks like LETS – 20 g but it was very cold 

up there ng to be hanged as witcheer. So 

my friends and I plucked out our 

eyebrows with tweezers and 

slathered ourselves in peanut 

butter. It turns out the guy 

we were sent to assassinate 

was actually a squirrel, who 

loved our disguises, so instead 

of performing the hit we 

took him to Mars, and got a 

spacesuit in his size. 

From Thomas, age 8 2⁄3

REALLY GOING SOMEWHERE

I love your 10/22 Spooky Issue especially 

the puppet making part. I love junk 

modelling and building LEGO without a 

manual. Above is a picture of my latest 

creation. I really would enjoy if you 

could make an issue on LEGO. I 

also love cooking and always 

make your recipes. I would 

really love it if you would have 

more recipes in your issues.

From Art, age 7 

MORE COOKING PLEASE!  

I love your 10/22 Spooky Issue especially 

the puppet making part. I love junk 

modelling and building LEGO without a 

manual. Above is a picture of my latest 

creation. I really would enjoy if you 

could make an issue on LEGO. I 

From Art, age 7 

MORE COOKING PLEASE!  

I love your 10/22 Spooky Issue especially 

the puppet making part. I love junk 

modelling and building LEGO without a 

manual. Above is a picture of my latest 

creation. I really would enjoy if you 

From Art, age 7 

MORE COOKING PLEASE!  

I was thrilled when I came back from my 

friend’s cabin and got the incredible TIME 

TRAVEL ISSUE. It is THE BEST and I LOVE IT. 

But anyway, why I’m writing: the ‘Really 

Going Somewhere’ article, 

which was super fun to 

do, as I love packing 

and was just 

doing it a 

few 

days 

ago for 

my sleep 

away camp, 

which was really 

fun. Here’s my de� nitely 

creative, slightly impossible 

answer. I hope there’s enough 

peanut butter. Watching the Big 

Bang is pretty fun for me and my pals, 

since we all have VISORS – 200 g. Then 

we carry on to the Primordial Swamp, and, 

instead of using stilts like in Mad Max, 

we use CANDLES – 170 g to burn o�  the 

harmful gases. Then we can just peacefully 

swim across. Cave painting is fun, especially 

when you use PEANUT BUTTER – 340 g. 

To cure the sunburn we got doing this 

(dunno how the su of Ra in a Can… or 

something. Anyway, she refuels our Time 

Machine and we head on to Pompeii. Well, 

looks like LETS – 20 g but it was very cold 

up there ng to be hanged as witcheer. So 

my friends and I plucked out our 

eyebrows with tweezers and 

slathered ourselves in peanut 

butter. It turns out the guy 

we were sent to assassinate 

was actually a squirrel, who 

loved our disguises, so instead 

of performing the hit we 

took him to Mars, and got a 

spacesuit in his size. 

From Thomas, age 8 2⁄3

CARBON CONGA

So grab a sandwich, a cup of something warm and settle in; let’s see what you lot have got up to this month!

Welcome to AQUILAnews! You hold in your curious 

hands AQUILA’s spin-off newspaper, bursting with your 

lively letters, bonus fun and an extra something from 

Ed! 

Have you read our Manga issue already? Don’t miss 

smashing your way through our Godzilla Games, 

meeting Japanese snow monkeys and following our 

guide to drawing mega Manga. Now, let’s hear what 

you awesome lot have been up to, it’s Over To You!

I CAN FIND A RAINBOW
Hello AQUILA! First, AQUILA + me = happy 

me! Anyways, the ‘O�  by Heart’ bit in the 

Showstoppers issue (Nov 2022) was the 

best month for me because it was that 

month I got my school Christmas play script 

(I’m a diner). Ed’s little comments are really 

good and also really funny. I’ve recently 

been on the Horrible Histories Thames Tour 

(I tried to win tickets in the Solar Science 

issue, I didn’t win, but still I was taken by 

my family) and it was BRmend it to anyone 

who loves history like me. Please could you 

do an issue on toys or Lego. Bye for now. 

nts are really good and also really funny. 

I’ve recently been on the Horrible Histories 

Thames Tour (I tried to win tickets in the 

Solar nts are really good and also really 

funny. I’ve recently been on the Horrible 

Histories Thames Tour (I tried to win tickets 

in the Solar 

From Amelia Capurro

LEO’S ANIMAL PLANET
I am an avid reader of your magazine. In 

fact, I was inspired to make a video on my 

youtube channel about monarch butter� ies 

when I read about them in your magazine. 

I just wanted to share some of the work I’m 

doing to try and save endangered animals 

on my YouTube channel www.youtube.

com/c/leosanimalplanet.

I’ve recently started a new project to save 

pollinators and rewild London: making 

seed balls and giving them away in parts 

of London that do not have good access to 

nature.

From Leo

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

I’ve recently been on the Horrible Histories 

Thames Tour (I tried to win tickets in the 

seed balls and giving them away in parts 

of London that do not have good access to 

From Leo
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A Q U I L A C H I L D R E N ’ S M A G A Z I N E

®

AQUILA
A book’s worthof reading inevery issue!

“…Advanced & Philosophical, Curious & Puzzling”
Richard Robinson, Brighton Science Festival

THEMAY ISSUE: Children can dive into the endless silence of the deep, dark Ocean
and read about thework of scientist Jacques Cousteau.We investigate Ancient Sea
Legends,Maps andMonsters andmake a Cartesian Jellyfish. PLUS: visit the other-
worldly Spaceship Graveyard and discover your own inner Sea Slug!

AQUILAMagazine: a brilliant gift for curious 8 –13-year-olds.Witty and intelligent
with beautifully illustrated topics, every issue is a balanced feast of Science, Arts
andGeneral Knowledge. BY SUBSCRIPTION ONLY: www.AQUILA.co.uk

aquila_advert_guardianweekend_classified_214x260_may_undersea_display_24_04_2021  06/04/2021  16:45  Page 1

REALLY GOING SOMEWHERE!

AQUILANAUT THROUGH AND 
THROUGH 
I know everyone says this (and this) 

(sometimes even this) BUT, I LOVE 

AQUILA SOOOO MUCH! My favourite 

issues so far are probably all of them! 

From November 2021 to now! You 

know on the back it says - creative, 

kind, curious and just the teensiest 

bit bonkers? Well that’s how I would 

describe myself! See, that was weird 

(please just keep in mind that I am 

weird)! Wait one sec… oh yeah, I was 

gonna say that I’m in Gryffindor, any 

of you guys? Sorry, it’s kinda long but 

I NEVER EVER wrote before, so yeah 

deal with it! LOL! Sorry Pepe but I’m 

scared of (big) dogs, I’m not scared of 

you (a little). On a scale from 1 - 10, 

10 being me jumping out of my skin 

and 1 being me pointing at how cute 

you are (Pepe you are cute) probably 

3! Yeah sorry again I’m blabbing and 

blabbing and blabbing.. are you asleep 

yet? Special shoutout to Esther B, age 10 

from Showstoppers. Me and my family 

are wishing you health for your cancer, 

we hope you’re feeling ok! BTW, my fave 

animals are 

piggies, koalas, red pandas, Arctic foxes 

and dragons (I’m so happy that one of my 

fave animals is your fave as well Esther)! Ok 

now all of you are probably asleep. Wake 

up because I think it’s long enough! Thanks 

again for the amazing mag! Stay Safe.

From Frankie Wallington, age 10

AQUILANAUT THROUGH AND THROUGH 
I know everyone says this (and this) (sometimes even this) BUT, I LOVE AQUILA 

SOOOO MUCH! My favourite issues so far are probably all of them! From 

November 2021 to now! You know on the back it says - creative, kind, curious 

and just the teensiest bit bonkers? Well that’s how I would describe myself! See, 

that was weird (please just keep in mind that I am weird)! Wait one sec… oh 

yeah, I was gonna say that I’m in Gryffindor, any of you guys? Sorry, it’s kinda 

long but I NEVER EVER wrote before, so yeah deal with it! LOL! Sorry Pepe but 

I’m scared of (big) dogs, I’m not scared of you (a little). On a scale from 1 - 10, 

10 being me jumping out of my skin and 1 being me pointing at how cute you 

are (Pepe you are cute) probably 3! Yeah sorry again I’m blabbing and blabbing 

and blabbing.. are you asleep yet? Special shoutout to Esther B, age 10 from 

Showstoppers. Me and my family are wishing you health for your cancer, we 

hope you’re feeling ok! BTW, my fave animals are piggies, koalas, red pandas, 

Arctic foxes and dragons (I’m so happy that one of my fave animals is your fave 

as well Esther)! Ok now all of you are probably asleep. Wake up because I think 

it’s long enough! Thanks again for the amazing mag! Stay Safe.
From Frankie Wallington, age 10

I Hi! I am home educated (this is my � rst day!) and it is quite fun. My 

favourite issues have been Reptiles (April 2014), Pompeii (September 

2014), Chocolate (April 2017), Incredible Journeys (February 2016), 

Codes and Coding (November 2016), Scandinavia (February 2014), 

The Planets (November 2013) and Children of WWII (September 

2016).

I play Roblox and my favourite games on it are ‘Hide and Seek 

Extreme (I know how to glitch out to the map) and Escape Papa 

pizza’s Pizzeria obby (I would recommend this game for 10+ because 

the evil chef chases you). Does anyone else like these games? I also 

play Mario Kart on my Switch and my favourite map is Thwomp 

Ruins or Tick Tock Clock. My favourite part of AQUILA was Who Told 

You That? but now you don’t do it �. Now, my favourite bits are 

Ian and Over to You. Please can you do an issue on fossil hunting, 

gaming, especially Minecraft and Roblox, or Pokémon. If you can, 

that would be awesome�. I <3 your magazine! In my spare time, 

I like to play on my iPad or Switch and read. I now have over 100 

issues of your magazine. Why do you like to repeat subjects? * 

My favourite songs are ‘Never Gonna Give You Up’ by Rick Astley, 

‘Bones’ by Imagine Dragons and ‘Wanna Be Startin’ Something’ by 

Michael Jackson. I am on grade 3 piano. Sadly, I have lost two issues 

of AQUILA which are Captain Cook (April 2013) and Mighty Maths 

(March 2016). I am going to show my friend Bethany the cheese 

quiz from The Moon Issue (November 2021) because she is CRAZY 

about cheese! I am going to try and make the Chocoshambles from 

the Chocolate Issue (April 2017). How do you send jokes in? OK, this 

letter is getting kinda long now, so I think I should stop!! 

From Thomas, age 8 2/3
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From Thomas, age 8 2/3

LET’S MAKE ART’S 

BRAND NEW 

BOOK! 

This month 

our marvellous 

maker friends Let’s 

Make Art are giving 

AQUILAnauts a chance 

to win one of five 

copies of their brand 

new book full of fun 

craft projects! To be in 

with a chance of winning all you 

have to do is answer this crafty question:

What does the word bricolage mean?

A An artwork constructed using mixed media (a range 

of different objects)

B A collage made of bricks 

C Gluing paper cut-outs to an object such as a piece 

of furniture

WIN!WIN!
5

To bE 
WoN

Send your answer on the back of an envelope with your 
name and address on the inside to:

AQUILA Let’s Make Art Competition
Studio 2, 67A Willowfield Road
Eastbourne, East Sussex
BN22 8AP

Email entries also accepted at:  readers@aquila.co.uk
Be sure to write Let’s Make Art in the subject heading.

*Competitions in this magazine are open to AQUILA 
subscribers only. ** Class entries are accepted if the school 
subscribes. 

Closing date: Monday 20 February 2023

WIN!WIN!WIN!WIN!
5

To bE 
COMPETITION TIME

Q: What do you call a fish in a bow tie?
A: So-FISH-ticated! 
From Lydia, age 9
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BEST MANGA 
Another thing that interacts with the Earth’s magnetic � eld is the magni� cent aurora – the northern and southern lights. The oldest known 

record of the northern lights comes from the Bamboo Annals – Ancient Chinese records that were written on bamboo slips, around the year 

10,000 BCE. These bamboo records were discovered hidden in a tomb back in 279 CE. When experts � nally got around to studying a speci� c part 

of the text, they found a description detailing a � ve-coloured light in the sky.

[Hang on though, central China isn’t far north enough to see the aurora, how could they have spotted them 12,000 years ago? Ed]

An excellent question with a VERY interesting answer. Way back in the 10th century BCE, the Earth’s magnetic poles weren’t in quite the same 

place as they are today. In fact, the precise locations of the magnetic poles are always shifting depending on changes that happen inside the 

Earth’s core. Back then, the magnetic north pole was 15 degrees closer to central China, and that meant that the aurora would occasionally have 

been visible there! We still don’t kseem likely.

The biggest snowfl ake
Talking about uncorroborated sightings of strange atmospheric phenomena, check this out! During a snowstorm in 1887, residents of Fort 

Keogh, Montana claimed to have seen milk-pan sized snow� akes falling from the sky. That would make them about 38 cm in diameter, and 

that would make them, like, HUMONGOUS! The biggest snow� akes ever spotted, to be precise. Too bad they were never o�  cially documented 

because some idiot decided to catch them all in his mouth cameras weren’t widely available yet.

The biggest snowfl ake
Are you the sort of person who needs an extra cardigan the minute it drops think t s 21 July 1983, when temperatures there got down to -89.4 

°C. It’s often said that humans can survive in any temperature, as long as they have the ooid tond of freeze.

Are you the sort of person who needs an extra cardigan the minute it drops think t s 21 July 1983, when temperatures there got down to -89.4 

°C. It’s often said that humans can survive in any temperature, as long as they have the ooid tond of freeze.

Are you the sort of person who needs an extra cardigan the minute it drops think t s 21 July 1983, when temperatures there got down to -89.4 

°C. It’s often said that humans can survive in any temperature, as long as they have the ooid tond of freeze. nt question with a VERY interesting 

answer. Way back in the 10th century BCE, the Earth’s magnetic poles weren’t in quite the same place as they are today. In 

WINTER WILD
I really liked the Winter Wild issue (Dec 

2022), so I decided to do a sketch of the 

wolf on the cover. I was really proud of 

it. Everyone in my family really liked it. I 

hope you like it too. Bye for now. 

From Hannah O’Mahony, age 9

I know that everyone says this but I 

love your magazine. My first issue was 

Japan (June 2020) and it made me 

want to visit Japan. I LOVE Japanese 

food! My favourite page of the mag is 

Brainfeeders because the puzzles are 

really fun to do. My favourite issue so 

far has been Chocolate (April 2022). 

The reason for my love of chocolate is 

when I was little, my brother and I were 

eating chocolate buttons. I had fewer 

chocolates than him so I wrote a letter 

to the company and they sent me a 

free voucher for more chocolate!!!

Love from, Angus Reid, age 8

I just got a subscription to AQUILA 

for Christmas and I love it! This is my 

drawing of the best ever bobble hat, 

from the December issue. 

From Phyllis Farr, age 10

GET A BOBBLE 

BEST MANGA 
Another thing that interacts with the Earth’s magnetic � eld is the magni� cent aurora – the northern and southern lights. The oldest known 

record of the northern lights comes from the Bamboo Annals – Ancient Chinese records that were written on bamboo slips, around the year 

10,000 BCE. These bamboo records were discovered hidden in a tomb back in 279 CE. When experts � nally got around to studying a speci� c part 

of the text, they found a description detailing a � ve-coloured light in the sky.

[Hang on though, central China isn’t far north enough to see the aurora, how could they have spotted them 12,000 years ago? Ed]

An excellent question with a VERY interesting answer. Way back in the 10th century BCE, the Earth’s magnetic poles weren’t in quite the same 

place as they are today. In fact, the precise locations of the magnetic poles are always shifting depending on changes that happen inside the 

Earth’s core. Back then, the magnetic north pole was 15 degrees closer to central China, and that meant that the aurora would occasionally have 

Hey, AQUIL Anau
ts, 

this was jus
t too weird 

for the mag
azine!
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In the Pompeii issue (Sep 2022) AQUILAnauts had the chance to win one of three super seasonal recipe packs from our friends at foodiniclub.co.uk. Winners were chosen at random and our three lucky winners who will soon be cooking up a storm in the kitchen are: Theo Jenkins from Leicestershire; Kathrynand Sophia Levey from Australia and Theodora Williams from Oxford. Congratulations. We hope you enjoy trying new flavour combinations and making some fun and fabulous food once your prizes arrive with you.

YOU’VE ONLY GONE

AND WON

super seasonal recipe packs from our 

MARIAN IS A LEAF SHEEP (IF YOU KNOW, YOU KNOW...)
Hello!! I am writing for a lot of reasons, but 

the most important of all is this: I LOVE 

your magazine: it is the best one EVER!! It is 

my opinion that the world will never see a 

magazine so great. However, what would be 

EVEN AWESOMER (is that even a word?) is if 

you could do: A) a cats issue B) autism issue 

C) book issue D) Romans issue. A) is because 

I � CATS, B) because I am autistic and not 

many people know enough about autism, 

C) because I am a MASSIVE bookworm, D) 

because Romans is our school topic and I 

need some help! My favourite issue would 

have to be...UNDERSEA EXPLORER (it was 

my � rst issue)! OK my hand is getting really 

sore as I have written A LOT (maybe an email 

would have been better? It would spare you 

my horrid handwriting at least) so I bid you 

farewell and also au revoir, adios, farvel and 

auf wiedersehen. Basically good bye!! my 

horrid h my horrid h my horrid h my horrid h 

my horrid h my horrid h P.S. I am a leaf sheep! 

Kawaii forever!!  P.P.S.

From Marian, age 11

I SHOULD COCO

COMPETITION TIME

WINTER WILD
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SNACK HACKED

I really loved making the Baked Alaska in the 

Winter Wild issue of AQUILA.
From Edward Scott-Baumann, age 8

WONDERFUL WINGS
Hey AQUILA, I LOVE your mags! I made the 

‘Panis Garlicatus’ with my dad and sister. It 

was soooooooo good! I really worked hard 

and enjoyed the kitchen (from 7:00pm to 

12:00pm) and it was a great excuse to stay up 

late! Also, I really love Studio Ghibli anime, 

so could you please do an issue on that? Bye!  

AQUILA, I LOVE your mags! I made the ‘Panis 

Garlicatus’ with my dad and sister. It was 

soooooooo good! I really worked hard

From Amelia Capurro

IT’S SHAPING UP, NATURALLY
Thank you for your amazing art ideas! I did the 

art in the Science of Colour issue. I was mostly 

inspired by nature: (top left) cacti; (top right) 

pagoda; (bottom left) a bird; and (bottom 

right) a coiled snake. 

From Douglas P
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‘Panis Garlicatus’ with my dad and sister. It 

was soooooooo good! I really worked hard 

and enjoyed the kitchen (from 7:00pm to 

Capurro

VISIT
Journey further into the AQUILAverse by heading 

online! Go to aquila.co.uk/aquilanauts for 

brain-boggling blogs, Awesome Activities and 

much, much MORE! !
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MANGA WORDSEARCH
k in 279 CE. When experts � nally got aroung answer. Way back in the 10th century BCE, the Eartng answer. Way back in the 10th century 

BCE, the Eart

DID YOU SPOT?

COMING UP NEXT MONTH: Fossils! We discover why the fossil record is so important, meet two rival 
goldrush-era fossil hunters and excuse me – I’m going to sneeze – explore the field of palynology – ACHOO!

I love reading, and 

also play the piano. I am 

currently learning the song ‘Turkish March’ by Mozart.

From Jazz Apple, age 5

Can you do an edition of 

AQUILA on Pokémon?

From Jazz Apple, age 5

brain-boggling blogs, Awesome Activities and 

much, much MORE! !

I am a massive fan of your 

mags, they are super cool and 

interesting. I play piano and I 

really like sushi. My favourite 

of your magazines is Science of 

Colour (January 2023).

From Finley Mayne, age 10

One of my favourites is the Happiness issue 

(Feb 2020). It fills me full of joy.

From Finley Mayne, age 10

OR 
write to 
us at*:

* Please make sure you have permission from a parent or legal guardian. Work we 
receive may be published in the magazine, on the website or on our social media 
channels. For security we will not print names of schools or small towns.

AQUILA Over to youStudio 2
67A Willowfield RoadEastbourne
East Sussex BN22 8AP

We want to hear about all your ADVENTURES! Send us letters, jokes, photos and pictures by heading to the AQUILAnauts’ pages on the website: www.aquila.co.uk/aquilanauts
and follow the link to: 

send in your letters

WONDERFUL WINGS
Hello AQUILA! First, AQUILA + me = happy 

me! Anyways, the ‘O�  by Heart’ bit in the 

Showstoppers issue (Nov 2022) was the 

best month for me because it was that 

month I got my school Christmas play 

script (I’m a diner). Ed’s little comments 

are really good and also really funny. I’ve 

recently been on the Horrible Histories 

Thames Tour (I tried to win tickets in 

the Solar Science issue, I didn’t win, but 

still I was taken by my family) and it was 

BRILLIANT! My cousin Rufus was with 

me too. I’m on the right in the picture. I 

would recommend it to anyone who loves 

history like me. Please could you do an 

issue on toys or Lego. Bye for now.

From Amelia Capurro

WONDERFUL WINGS
Hello AQUILA! First, AQUILA + me = happy 

me! Anyways, thod and also really funny. I’ve 

recently been on te picture. I would recommend 

it to anyone who loves history li

From Amelia Capurro

Q: How much does a 
rainbow weigh?

A: I don’t know, but I’m 
sure it’s light!

From Pattie, age 11

Q: Why was there no food 

left at the witch’s party?

A: Because everyone was a 

goblin!

From Lydia, age 9

Our Manga issue is all about xxxxxxxxxxxxx. 
Did you spot the following:

1: xxxxxxxxxxx
2: xxxxxxxxxxxx
3: xxxxxxxxxxxx
4: xxxxxxxxxxxx
5: xxxxxxxxxxxx
6: xxxxxxxxxxxx
7: xxxxxxxxxxxx
82: xxxxxxxxxxxx


